
We Shall Remember Them…



The Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum – PISM
(Instytut Polski i Muzeum imienia generała Sikorskiego – IPMS)
houses thousands of documents and photographs, as well as
museum artifacts, films and audio recordings, which reflect
the history of Poland. Materials that relate to the Polish Air
Force in Great Britain form part of the collection.

This presentation was prepared in May/June 2020 during the
Covid-19 pandemic when the Polish Institute and Sikorski
Museum was closed due to lockdown. The materials shown
are those that were available to the authors, remotely.



• The Battle of Britain lasted from the 
10th July until the 31st October 1940.

• This site reflects on the contribution
and sacrifice made by Polish airmen
during those three months and three
weeks as they and pilots from many
other nationalities, helped the RAF in
their defence of the United Kingdom.

The first exhibit that one sees on entering the Polish
Institute and Sikorski Museum is this sculpture. It
commemorates the contribution of the Polish Air Force
during the second world war and incorporates all the
Polish squadrons’ emblems and the aircraft types in
which they fought..



In the Beginning…..

• The Polish Air Force was created in 1918 and almost immediately saw action against the invading Soviet Army during the
Polish-Russian war of 1920.

• In 1919 eight American volunteers, including Major Cedric Fauntleroy and Captain Merian Cooper, arrived in Poland and
joined the 7th Fighter Squadron which was renamed the “Kosciuszko Squadron” after the 18th century Polish and American
patriot. When the 1920-21 war ended, the squadron’s name and traditions were maintained and it was the 111th
“Kościuszko” Fighter Escadrille that fought in September 1939 over the skies of Poland. The traditions were passed on to
303 „Kościuszko” Squadron when it was formed in Great Britain in 1940.



Men and machines
• Polish pilots went through a rigorous training 

programme, with flying and observational skills 
pushed to near perfection. 

• Pilots were trained to constantly search the skies 
around them and to boldly attack an enemy at very
close range.

A group of pilots relaxing in 1937. 

Pilot’s flying helmet 
and parachute cover 
from 1938.



But Poland also created a 
successful aviation industry. 
Their all-metal fighters 
were, in 1930, briefly 
considered among the 
most advanced aircraft of 
their kind in the world.

• After 123 years of partition by the Prussian, 
Russian and Austrian empires, an independent 
Poland emerged in 1918.

• The country’s immediate priority was to rebuild
schools, hospitals and infrastructure after the
ravages of the First World War and neglect by the
partitioning powers.

Interwar years

PZL-11C fighter, 1939. (“The Polish Army and the Polish Navy”  
Central Military Booksellers, Warsaw 1939)

The only PZL-11C fighter still in existence seen at the Radom Air Display in Poland 
in 2018. It is on permanent display at the Polish Aviation Museum in Kraków. 

Sketch of a PZL 11C fighter by a pilot in 317 Squadron. 
(PISM Archives)



• Modern aircraft were  being 
designed and built in 
Poland…but there were very 
few available when they were 
needed most. 

Interwar years

PZL-37 “Łoś” Medium bomber. Introduced in 1938, the Łoś was 9% faster and 
carried a 29%  greater bomb load than its exact contemporary, the Vickers 
Wellington. ( “The Polish Army and Navy” Central Military Booksellers , Warsaw 
1939 )

PZL-37 Łoś bomber, from a sketch by a Polish 
pilot in 317 Squadron.

PZL P62 fighter – 410 mph, eight machine guns plus one 
cannon. Designed but never built. (“Polish Aircraft 1893-
1939 “ by Jerzy Cynk. Putnam and Company 1971.)



1st September 1939…

• Germany invaded Poland. The German 
Luftwaffe, with some 3000 state-of-art 
aircraft,  came up against a Polish Air Force 
of just  400 planes.  Despite Poland having 
sensibly moved all of its front line aircraft 
to improvised airfields around the country, 
the reality was that available Polish 
aircraft were slow, with open cockpits, 
under-armed and were not equipped  
with radio. They were no match for the 
Luftwaffe’s fast killing machines.

• But nevertheless,   the Polish fighters were 
highly manoeuvrable….German pilots 
nicknamed them the “wasps”.

A PZL 23B “Karaś ” light bomber. On 2nd September 1939 a Karaś bomber 
bombed a factory inside the Third Reich: the first Allied bombing raid of the War.

PZL-11C fighter preparing to take off. (PISM Archives)



Their training and skill was all the Polish pilots could rely on….
The Germans lost 285 planes mainly in aerial combat, with some shot down by 

AA defences and others lost in non-combat incidents. Amongst them were: 

63  Reconnaissance  planes 
67  Bf-109 Messerschmitt fighters
12  Bf-110 Messerschmitt fighters
78  He-111 and Do-17 bombers
31  Ju-87 and Hs-123 dive bombers
12  Transport planes (mostly Ju-52) 
22  Naval and liaison planes.

Moreover 263 or 273 planes (depending of German 

sources) were damaged and all but 70 beyond repair.

German Luftwaffe casualties 
amounted to 759 killed, 
wounded or missing…

A  destroyed German Messerschmitt Bf-110, September 1939.

A  fragment of the first German 
aircraft to be shot down over Warsaw,
at noon on the  1st September 
1939.  The Polish pilot was Aleksander 
Gabszewicz (above) and the plane he 
shot down was a Heinkel 111 bomber. 
Gabszewicz went on to fight with the 
303 squadron and ended the war as 
Commanding Officer of  RAF Coltishall.
(On display in the Polish Institute and 
Sikorski Museum.)



But Poland lost 70% of its 400 aircraft.

A shot down Polish PZL P-23B “Karaś” light 
bomber September 1939...



And on 17th September 1939, Soviet Russia invaded 
Poland from the East.

Germany’s General Heinz Guderian and the Soviet Army Political Commissar Borowenski decided on the 
demarcation line between their armies.



The war was all but over…

• Yet Poland never 
surrendered.

• Instead, thousands of 
Polish airmen, soldiers 
and sailors left Poland to 
continue the fight in 
France or in Great 
Britain.



Many airmen reached France -
where a new Polish Air Force was 
created.

27.03.1940 –
Lyon-Bron, 
France.  
French Morane-
Saulnier M.S.406
fighter aircraft.

Morane Saulnier fighter (From “Asy Polskiego
Lotnictwa” by Józef Zieliński . Agencja Lotnicza
ALTAIR. Warsaw 1994.) 

ID Card for a Polish pilot in the French Air Force, 1940.



The Battle of France

Polish pilots on parade, France 1940

Informal group of Polish pilots , France 1940.

Identity card belonging to a 
Polish pilot, France 1940.

Victories achieved by the 174 Polish pilots during the Battle of France

Confirmed Probable Damaged

52 3 6



But in June 1940 France collapsed…
On the 22nd June 1940 France signed an 
Armistice with Germany. 

Polish airmen, soldiers and sailors were 
forced once again to continue the fight  
elsewhere. Thousands crowded into ships 
leaving French ports and sailed to Great 
Britain.



Where they 
joined …

the many Polish pilots escaping Poland 
who had made their way directly to 
Great Britain and had started arriving 
as early as December 1939. These  had 
been recruited into the Royal Air Force 
Volunteer Reserve and distributed 
among the British RAF fighter 
squadrons.



But the Polish airmen were 
not alone. By the summer 
of 1940 Great Britain had 
welcomed pilots from 
around the world:

• Australia 29

• Belgium 29

• Canada 97

• Czechoslovakia 87

• France 13

• Ireland 9

• Jamaica 1

• Newfoundland 1

• New Zealand 126

• Palestine 1

• Rhodesia 3

• South Africa 23

• United States 11

• Poland 145

Sketch of a Hawker Hurricane by a Polish pilot in 317 Squadron



By mid 1940 some 8380 Polish airmen had 
reached Great Britain.

Most of them could not speak 
the language.
They did not like the food.
The warm beer turned them 
off.
Yet Great Britain was their last 
hope.

Learning English. (Tumblr, accessed 
16.06.20)



There followed weeks of 
retraining: new aircraft to be 
mastered, a new language to be 
learned, new radio skills to be 
acquired, new flying techniques 
to be confronted…

Colt-Browning 0.303 machine gun as fitted on
Hurricane fighter aircraft.



… King’s Regulations to be mastered…



… political agreements to be signed…

The Anglo-Polish Military Agreement being
signed in the Cabinet Office at Downing
Street on Monday 5th August 1940 by Prime
Minister Churchill and the Polish Prime
Minister and Commander-in-Chief General
Sikorski (seated third from left in uniform).



…and a welcome extended.

Letter of welcome sent in 1940 by Prime
Minister Winston Churchill to the Polish
armed forces.
(Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum
Archive).



Henceforth the Polish Air Force 
ensign was to be flown 
together with the RAF ensign. 
The Polish Air Force  was now 
regarded as sovereign. Polish 
pilots swore allegiance to the 
Polish Government and were 
no longer part of the Royal Air 
Force Volunteer Reserve. Their 
overall organization, training 
and equipment was, however, 
in accordance with RAF 
protocols.

7th August 1940. General Władysław Sikorski 
(in the middle) visiting the Polish 300 
Bomber Squadron at Bramcote. The Polish 
Air Force flag flies below the RAF Ensign.

Airman dressed in full 
British flying kit. 
The leather flying
helmet incorporates
earphones for in-flight
communication with
the ground and other
friendly aircraft. His
flying goggles are
resting atop his flying
helmet, ready for use.
The face mask has a
built-in microphone.
The airman is wearing
the quintessential
Irvin flying jacket
made of sheepskin as
well as thick leather
gauntlets to protect
his hands in the event
of fire in the cabin.
(Polish Institute and 
Sikorski Museum)



The first fully 
Polish 
Squadron

Hawker Hurricane from 303 Squadron.  (From “Asy Polskiego Lotnictwa” by Józef Zieliński . 
Agencja Lotnicza ALTAIR. Warsaw 1994.)

Lieutenant Bolesław Gładych from 302 Squadron  getting out from his plane after a sortie.

No. 302 “The City of Poznań” Sqn., was 
established on 10th July 1940. 

It was followed on 2nd August by 
No.303 “Kościuszko” Sqn.

Both squadrons  were equipped with 
Hawker Hurricane fighters.



145 Polish pilots  fought in the Battle of Britain.

79 were assigned to British RAF squadrons

32 flew with the Polish 302 Squadron

34 flew with the Polish 303 Squadron

302 Sqn. was engaged for 35 days and 303 Sqn. for 42 days of the 114  

days that was the official duration of the Battle of Britain.

They only made up 5% of RAF Fighter Command’s 
Strength yet were responsible for 15% of enemy 
aircraft destroyed. 

30 Polish pilots were killed,  yet this was  70% lower 
than the losses in most RAF squadrons.

Emblems of the RAF and the
Polish Air Force. (From the 
Polish War Memorial at Northolt.)



Location of operational Fighter 
stations during the Battle of Britain

302 Squadron was based in RAF Duxford

303 Squadron was based in RAF Northolt



Sgt Josef František Sqn Ldr Witold 
Urbanowicz

Polish Pilots’ victories during the Battle of Britain

Confirmed Probable Damaged

302 Squadron 18 12 1

303 Squadron 126 13 9

Polish pilots serving in other RAF 
squadrons

59 10 26

Notable points of interest:
o Nine Polish airmen became aces during the Battle of Britain
o Antoni Głowacki , flying with RAF 501 Sqn, became an ‘ace-in-a-day’, 

(defined as shooting down at least five aircraft in a day) - one of 
four pilots to achieve this distinction during the Battle of Britain.

o Josef František, the Czechoslovak pilot who flew with 303 Sqn, was the 
top-scoring non-British pilot in Fighter Command with 17 confirmed kills.

o Witold Urbanowicz was the top-scoring Polish pilot with 15 confirmed kills.
o In one sortie, on 7th September 1940, 303 Sqn scored 14 confirmed kills    

and four probable, without any own losses.
o 303 Sqn. was the highest scoring squadron during the Battle of Britain with

126 confirmed enemy aircraft destroyed.

Note that these statistics are representative and may vary, in detail, between authors.  

303 Sqn.’s ground crew pictured in front of one of the Hurricanes that 
they maintained.  “126”, the number of 303 Sqn.’s Battle of Britain 
victories is chalked up on the Hurricane’s flank.



Nine Polish pilots became Battle of 
Britain aces, having shot down five 
or more enemy aircraft during the 
battle.

o Mirosław Ferić
o Antoni Głowacki
o Zdzisław Henneberg
o Stanisław Karubin
o Ludwik Paszkiewicz
o Eugeniusz Szaposznikow
o Witold Urbanowicz
o Bolesław Własnowolski
o Jan Zumbach

Ferić

Własnowolski

Karubin

Urbanowicz Zumbach

Paszkiewicz

Hennneberg

Szaposznikow

Głowacki



o Why were the Polish pilots so successful ?

o What made 303 the top-scoring squadron ? 

The Men
The Training
The Experience
The Machines



The Men
The process for the selection of candidates by the Polish Air
Force was extremely rigorous.
Hearing, visual acuity, physical fitness and cognitive ability
were all measured and tested and all had to be at the highest
level.

Strength of character, and both patriotic and collegiate
loyalties were carefully assessed before selection and
reviewed throughout an airman’s career. All these qualities
had to be at the highest possible level and selection for the
Polish Air Force was extremely competitive.

Successful candidates came from all over Poland and were
from many different social backgrounds. For example, fighter
ace Wacław Król, who was to take command of 3 Polish
Fighter Wing in March 1945, was the son of an illiterate Polish
farmer, while most of the ground crew were highly qualified.
Indeed, the absence of social hierarchy among the Polish
airmen was noted with surprise by the British.

Cadets and teaching staff of the pre-war Air Force officer training school are gathered 
outside one of the tented facilities on the airfield at Dęblin in Poland



The Training

The Polish pilots were trained to have excellent individual flying
and aerobatic ability. Great emphasis was placed on aerial
combat tactics and visual observation. These two attributes
were the key to subsequent Polish successes during the Battle of
Britain.

Those aspiring young men who had been accepted for training
as pilots were sent for three years to either the officers’ or the
non-commissioned officers flying schools. The training regime
was very demanding and the living conditions austere, which
served to toughen the men both physically and mentally.

Polish airmen of the ‘School for Eaglets’ are taking a break beside their RWD-8 trainer 
aircraft.

PZL “Karaś” light bombers preparing for take-off.



The Polish pilots’ training specifically included the
ability to fly in a daring way.

They would fly head-on to each other, breaking
away at the last second...

This developed their ability to judge speed and
distance in extreme conditions and gave them
practice at keeping their nerve.

During the Battle of Britain, one of the Polish tactics
was to fly straight towards a formation of German
bombers. This forced the enemy to break formation
and disperse. ...

...which made the bombers easier targets for the
allied fighters to deal with.



In training before the war the
Polish pilots practiced and
mastered techniques for
manoeuvring their fighters to
get an optimal shot at a fast-
moving target.

The ammunition that was
used in the PZL-11’s four
machine guns and also the
Hurricanes’ and Spitfires’
eight .303 Colt – Brownings,
was of a small calibre – the
same as the standard
infantryman’s rifle.

The closer an attacking
aircraft was to an enemy
aircraft before opening fire,
the better the chance of
hitting a vulnerable part of
the target.

Clearly, it took considerable skill to bring down an enemy aircraft 
with such small projectiles.  Spitfires and Hurricanes carried 
sufficient ammunition for 16-18 seconds continuous firing, 
compared with a full minute for the Messerschmitt Bf 109. 
Nevertheless, in a one-second burst, the British planes’ eight 
Browning machine guns could fire 160 rounds with a combined 
weight of 1.8 kg.

By a strange irony, the most successful Polish fighter squadron 
was…the 303.

Some .303 calibre rounds, shown with a £2 coin 
for scale.



RAF Standard  
harmonisation 400 yards

Polish pilots’ harmonisation 
200 yards

(Drawn to scale)

The closer the separation between a fighter and its fast moving adversary, the easier it is to make a successful deflection shot 
onto the target. 
The Polish pilots had trained with their guns harmonised to converge their fire 200 yards in front of them.  The standard for the 
RAF was a distance of 400 yards.  On receiving their Hurricanes, 303 Squadron immediately reharmonised the guns in all their 
aircraft to the familiar 200 yards.  That, on its own, would significantly increase their effectiveness in combat.



200 yards (= 183 metres)

Hurricane  speed 
151.9 metres per 
second

Bomber speed 
113.9 metres per 
second

A: Flanking attack. 
Possible collision in 
1.20 seconds. 

B: Attack from 
astern. Possible 
collision in 4.80 
seconds.

C: Head on attack. 
Possible collision 
in 0.69 seconds.

By  opening fire 
from just 200 
yards (183 
metres), Polish 
pilots flew 
uncommonly 
close to the 
enemy.

Their favourite 
attack mode was 
head on.

This left no room 
for error!

( Drawn to scale)



‘A’ Flight

‘B’ Flight

‘Blue’ section

‘Green’ section
‘Yellow’ section

‘Red’ sectionRAF Squadron in Vic formation

303 Squadron on an operational flight

When the Polish airmen arrived in Great Britain they were sent
to various RAF facilities in order to be retrained on RAF aircraft
and equipment and to learn the methods and procedures that
were in use. There was a great deal to be admired about the
RAF . The Polish airmen, both the pilots and the ground crew,
set about transferring their skills to the new environment with
enthusiasm, though there were some aspects which they
found it impossible to comprehend.

For example, the RAF adhered strictly to the ‘Vic’ flying
formation. Sections of three aircraft would fly in a very tight
‘V’ formation. The lead aircraft would concentrate on
navigation and search the sky for enemy aircraft; the two
wingmen’s whole focus was on keeping in formation and on
avoiding a collision. On spotting enemy aircraft the Vic
formation would evolve into one of six, pre-planned Fighter
Area Attack manoeuvres.

The Polish tactics were to fly in a much looser formation which
meant that each pilot could keep a look-out for the enemy
himself, protect his neighbours and engage the enemy in a
more flexible and unpredictable manner.
It was not practical to retrain RAF pilots during the Battle of
Britain itself, but the RAF did modify its tactics in 1941.



The Experience

One of the German Messerschmitt bf 110 aircraft that was shot down 
during the Polish campaign in 1939 being examined by German 
soldiers after Poland’s defeat. (http://guerra-
abierta.blogspot.com/2016/02/bf-110-en-polonia.html. Accessed 
19.06.2020)

126 fighters assembled at the Mokotow field near Warsaw, 1937. 
These planes were funded by the League for Aerial Defence.

When the Polish airmen reached Britain they were already veterans with two
air battles behind them. The value of this experience was not immediately
acknowledged by the RAF who believed that the Polish newcomers may have
been demoralised by past events. These doubts were very quickly proven to be
unfounded.

Building on their excellent training, the pilots had adapted their tactics to the
realities of modern air combat against an enemy who were superior both in
terms of quality and numbers of aircraft. In the circumstances, they had
achieved results that were far better than anyone could have expected. This
made them made them all the more determined to succeed in the next phase
of the conflict. Their will to defeat the enemy was heightened by the
devastation inflicted by the Germans on Poland and France and the cruelties
suffered by their countrymen.

What was at first viewed by the RAF as an impulsive and undisciplined form of
flying proved to be, in combat situations, a well considered and effective
method of fighting the enemy. Many of these methods were soon to be
adopted as standard tactics by the RAF and by individual RAF pilots themselves.
The Battle of Britain took place, for the RAF, still early in the war. The Polish
pilots’ greater experience in combat, against an enemy whose tactics they
understood, served in no small measure to explain their relatively superior
results in the Battle of Britain.

http://guerra-abierta.blogspot.com/2016/02/bf-110-en-polonia.html


The Machines
The Polish Pilots had already expertly mastered the fundamentals of flying,
albeit on obsolete aircraft, and acquired invaluable experience in actual combat
before joining their new comrades in arms with the RAF.
When they first received modern aircraft to fly – Hurricanes and , in some cases,
Spitfires – they were overjoyed, for they knew exactly how to put them to good
use against the enemy. It must have felt like moving from a donkey to a
thoroughbred racehorse.

The British fighters were faster, could climb quickly to higher altitude, were agile
and responsive to the flying controls, resilient in battle, had a protective canopy
for the pilot and much superior armament to fight with. Furthermore, radios
were provided for communication with other aircraft and with controllers on the
ground who had the benefit of radar – a novelty for the Polish airmen and
something that the RAF quickly trained them to use.

Indeed, Polish pilots had learned to fight without relying on radios and radar.
They had previously used hand signals and movements with their aircraft to
communicate with other pilots. At the same time, they had constantly scanned
the skies for enemy aircraft with their naked eyes. Old and useful habits,
painstakingly acquired, are not easily put aside. It was the usual thing, in RAF
squadrons which included a Polish contingent, for it to be the Polish pilot who
was the first to spot the enemy in the sky. However, it was the British radio
equipment that was truly regarded as a game changer in the ability to manage
an air battle in actu.



The British invention of radar was manifestly one of the top contributory
factors to victory in the Battle of Britain. This avoided the need to
constantly patrol the skies using limited resources of aircraft and pilots
and allowed the RAF to mobilise its squadrons just in time and in the
right place.

There was a great deal for the Polish pilots to learn about the technical
aspects of fighting an air battle alongside the British. New tactics
needed to be learned so that the combined advantages of radio and
radar were used effectively. Not least were the difficulties encountered
by the switch from Polish to British equipment. The aircraft’s
instruments and flying instructions were all meticulously presented in
Imperial units of measure – distance, speed, fuel capacity, pressure, etc.
Moreover, the controls in the Hurricanes and Spitfires acted differently
to those on Polish aircraft. For, example, pushing the throttle to
accelerate had exactly the opposite effect to the one expected by those
pilots who had been trained on Polish aircraft.

With the support and encouragement from their RAF colleagues, the
Polish pilots quickly mastered the state-of-the-art British aircraft and the
new, specialised methods of air warfare. They were soon able to
convert the newly acquired knowledge into remarkable results in
fighting the common enemy.

"Douglas combined 
protractor and 
parallel rule" -
navigation 
calculation aid. 
(PISM Museum)

Polish Air Speed / range calculator from 1939 – calibrated in metric units 
(PISM Museum).



Apart from the pilots, another group who greatly admired the British
equipment were the Polish engineers of the ground crew. They
started off at a great disadvantage since all of the technical manuals
were naturally only available in English and only one engineer among
them had any knowledge of the language. The difficulty of their task is
made even more profound when one considers that the ratio of
ground crew to air crew in the RAF was 80 : 1 and for the Polish
squadrons it was only 30 : 1.

1940 .  302 Squadron’s engineers at work on an aircraft outside one of 
the hangars at RAF Northolt.

The method of working was different to that of an RAF ground
crew who all worked on all of their squadron’s aircraft; the Polish
crew members were each assigned to specific aircraft which they
got to know in every detail and in which they invested all their
professional pride. It seems that the only time that these men
found some sleep was when their aircraft had taken off on a
mission.302 Squadron’s engineers are busy with  a Spitfire’s Rolls Royce Merlin engine.  

Behind the aircraft are the earthworks of the fighter pen which provided protection 
from enemy attack. In the distance is a camouflaged metal Nissen hut.

The Ground Crew



September 15th was the climax of the Battle of Britain,
when the Luftwaffe had mounted their biggest and most
intense offensive. After that day’s fighting 10 Hurricanes
from 303 Squadron had returned to their base at RAF
Northolt (two had been shot down.) These 10 aircraft
were deemed by squadron leader Ronald Kellett to be
‘irreparable’. After the engineers had worked on them all
night, the squadron was ready in the morning with a full
complement of 12 aircraft.

Stanisław Skalski, who flew with the British 501 Sqn during
the Battle of Britain, was credited during the battle with 4
planes shot down and one shared victory. Later in the war
he approached a Polish mechanic and kissed his hands. To
the shocked looks he got from the British officers he
responded: ”If not for these hands I would not have shot
down so many planes. I would not be alive.”

Fitters working 
on one of 303 
Squadron’s 
Hurricanes.

Reloading a fighter’s
magazines



303 squadron ground crew working on a 
Hurricane.

303 Squadron’s Chief Mechanic 
Kazimierz Mozól with Captain Jan 
Zumbach

Inspecting battle damage after a mission.

Aeronautical Engineering. Editor: R A Beaumont.
(Odhams Press Limited 1940)



Into the fray…
• More than a month after their formation the 

two Polish fighter squadrons were still not 
operational.

• On 30th August 1940, 303 squadron had 
taken off on yet another training flight under 
the command of their British Squadron 
Leader Ronald Kellett.

• Pilot Officer Ludwik Paszkiewicz spotted a 
Luftwaffe Dornier 17 bomber. He radioed for 
permission to attack but got no response. 
Paszkiewicz broke formation, and closed to 
almost point blank range before opening fire 
on the German.

• 303 Squadron had its first kill. It was posted 
as fully operational the next day.



A pilot’s Life
• Ludwik Paszkiewicz was typical of the Polish pilots 

fighting in the Battle of Britain.  A lieutenant in the 
Polish Air Force, he fought in France and later in 303 
squadron in Great Britain.

• He is credited with destroying six German aircraft over 
the British Isles.

• But on the 27th September he was shot down and died 
attempting to  crash land in Borough Green in Kent.

Paszkiewicz’s grave 
at Northwood 
Cemetery, North 
London

• Paszkiewicz had left his wife and young daughter in Poland. 
The little girl died in 1941 and Paszkiewicz’s wife fought in 
the Warsaw Uprising in 1944. After the war she entered a 
convent and died in 1995.

Ludwik Paszkiewicz , a dog on his lap, waiting for the call to scramble.



Recommendation documents for Paszkiewicz’s awards .

Recommendation for the award to Paszkiewicz of the Order of Virtuti
Militari, dated 13th September 1940. The “Virtuti Militari” is Poland’s highest 
military decoration for heroism and courage in the face of the enemy at war.
(PISM Archive)

Recommendation for the award to Paszkiewicz of the Polish Cross of Valour, 
awarded posthumously. 
(PISM Archive)



Into Battle…

• On 3rd September 1939 Captain Zdzisław
Krasnodębski, as commander of the III/I Fighter
Squadron, led his planes against incoming
Messerschmitt Bf110 fighters over Poland. He was shot
down and bailed out, the Germans trying to shoot him
as he glided to Earth hanging from his parachute.

• Almost a year later, on 6th September 1940, S/Ldr.
Krasnodębski was attacking a German bomber over
England when he was himself attacked from behind by
a German fighter. His Hurricane was engulfed in
flames, a badly burnt Krasnodębski bailed out once
more…



In his own words…

The portrait of  S/Ldr Krasnodębski  
which hangs above the engine from his 
Hurricane in the Polish Institute and 
Sikorski Museum.



The drawing at right shows, shaded in orange, 
the part of Krasnodębski’s Merlin engine 
(above) that is on display at the Polish Institute 
and Sikorski Museum.

Rolls Royce 12-cylinder 
Merlin engine

The engine is from the Hurricane flown by Sqn Ldr Zdzisław 
Krasnodębski when he was shot down in combat with Me109’s on 
6th September 1940 and baled out, badly burned. His aircraft, 
P3974, crashed on Langley Park Golf Course near Beckenham, Kent. 
Krasnodębski was admitted to Farnborough Hospital and later went 
to the Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead, where he underwent 
plastic surgery by Archie Mclndoe, whose patients formed the so-
called ‘Guinea Pig’ club.
The engine was recovered after the war by the Croydon Aviation 
Research Group and donated to the museum.



“The King”
• S/Ldr. Zdzisław Krasnodębski was the first Polish officer to be given command 

of a squadron in Great Britain. Under his shared leadership with S/Ldr Ronald 
Kellett, 303 squadron became the most effective fighter squadron of the Battle 
of Britain.

• His bearing earned him the name “The King” among his squadron pilots.  In the 
words of  the Polish ace Urbanowicz: “ Krasnodębski didn’t score many victories 
in the air. His victory was on the ground, in the training and development of the 
young officers under his command”.

Krasnodębski and his wife Wanda in 1948

Krasnodębski (standing in the middle) with other Polish officers.

Krasnodębski recovering from his burns after being 
shot down.



The unlucky few

• Inevitably, many Polish pilots did not survive the Battle 
of Britain.

• Pilot Officer Franciszek Gruszka fought in September 
1939 and is credited with shooting down a German 
Bomber.

• After the fall of Poland he made his way to France and 
then arrived in Great Britain in December 1939, one of 
the first Polish pilots to arrive in the UK and one of the 
first to fly the legendary Spitfire. He was posted as a 
Flying Officer to RAF 65 Squadron based in  
Hornchurch.

• On 17th August 1940 Gruszka took off to intercept 
approaching German bombers near Canterbury. His 
plane was not seen again and Gruszka was posted as 
“missing in action”.



Poignant relic...

• In 1975 an aviation archaeological group found 
the remains of a Spitfire buried in a marsh in East 
Sussex. 

• The Spitfire’s number – R6713 – was Flying 
Officer Franciszek Gruszka’s plane. 

• Gruszka’s remains were found in the aircraft. A 
fragment of his uniform was found with the 
embroidered Polish Eagle badge still attached to 
the left breast pocket – picture, right. 

• Pilot Officer Franciszek Gruszka was buried with 
full military honours in the Polish Air Force sector 
in Northwood Cemetery in June 1975.

Franciszek Gruszka’s grave at 
Northwood Cemetery, North London.

An undamaged 
example of a similar 
embroidered eagle.



Witold Urbanowicz

Born in 1908, Urbanowicz enrolled in the Polish Air Force officer cadet flying school in 1930 – the
„Szkoła Orląt” (School of Eaglets) in Dęblin.

In the 1930’s he flew with several units including the famous 111th „Kościuszko” fighter escadrille.
In 1936 he returned to the „Szkoła Orląt” as an instuctor.
When war broke out and having only trainer aircraft at his disposal, Urbanowicz led his officer
cadets across the border to Romania. He then returned to Poland to continue fighting the enemy.
By this time the Soviet Union had invaded Poland from the east and Urbanowicz was captured and
tied up. After three days he freed his bonds and managed to escape from captivity, making his way
to Romania again, back to his unit of cadets. From there, they were transported to France where
the Polish Air Force was being reconstituted.

While in France Urbanowicz accepted an invitation to join the RAF. On 4th August 1940 he found
himself fighting with 145 Sqn RAF, with whom he shot down two enemy aircraft. On 21st August he
transferred to the Polish 303 „Kościuszko” squadron. He fought with this squadron during the Battle
of Britain and became its commander after Krasnodębski had been shot down and injured.

In 1941 Urbanowicz commanded the 1st Polish Fighter Wing before being posted to the USA as an
air attaché. In 1943 he joined the United States Air Force on attachment and fought in China with
the 1st American Volunteer Group, the ‘Flying Tigers’, scoring several victories over the Japanese.

S/Ldr. Urbanowicz ranks second among Polish WW2 pilots with an official score of 17 enemy aircraft
destroyed and 1 probable. Remarkably, not a single enemy bullet had ever hit his aircraft.



Award committee for the
„Virtuti Militari” order.
Recommendation No. 12/5

Recommendation
for the award  …    „Virtuti Militari”   Cross, 5th Class
Rank …    Flying Officer, Acting Squadron Leader
Surname and first name  …     URBANOWICZ  Witold
Unit:   303 City of Warsaw “Tadeusz Kościuszko” Fighter Squadron

Particulars of meritorious service:
In his capacity as squadron commander, in the absence of Sdn/Ldr Zdzisław
KRASNODĘBSKI, who is severely wounded in hospital, he distinguished himself in 
battle through his outstanding ability in leading the squadron.
He distinguished himself particularly on 9th September in the vicinity of Bricton (sic) 
when , with his squadron, he attacked the escort of a group of bombers, thus 
allowing a second squadron to break up the bomber formation.
In all other battles he has acquitted himself with exceptional courage.  He has shot 
down 2 Me.109s and 1 Do.215.
Before being posted to 303 Squadron, during his stay with the British 145 Squadron, 
he shot down 1 Me.109 in the following circumstances:  While providing cover for the 
rest of the squadron, in the rearmost section, he was attacked by 4 Me.109.  He 
caused three of the Messerschmitts to disperse and shot down the fourth.  In the 
meantime, 145 Squadron carried on to attack and break up the bomber formation 
which was made up of several dozen Ju.87 that were heading for Portsmouth.
On the day of 12th August in the same area, during an attack on enemy bombers, as 
one of the wingmen in his section he shot down 1 Ju.88.  
All these victories have been validated by 11 Group, Fighter Command.
On the day of 7th September Flying Officer W. URBANOWICZ was appointed acting 
commander of the Squadron by 11 Group, during which time the Squadron has shot 
down 32 enemy aircraft, which have been acknowledged by 11 Group.

Officer Commanding 
303  City of Warsaw “Tadeusz Kościuszko” 

Fighter Squadron

NORTHOLT, 13 September 1940

The original recommendation for the award of 
the Order of Virtuti Militari order to Witold 
Urbanowicz.
(PISM Archive)

The Order of Virtuti Militari.



303  City of Warsaw “Tadeusz Kościuszko” Fighter Squadron

Recommendation for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th award of the Cross of Valour

to F/Lt Witold Urbanowicz

First award  for the action on 26.9.1940 at 16:05 in the vicinity of Portsmouth harbour, when 

he led the squadron effectively and with courage. In this action the squadron shot down 4 

Me.109,              8 He.111 and 2 Do.215; he personally shot down one He.111.  Because of their 

attack the enemy’s bomber sortie did not carry out its objective. The squadron sustained no 

own losses.

Second award.  For the action on 27.9.1940 at 08:50 in the area to the south of London in 

which, while in command of a flight, he fought with the enemy fighter cover to good effect, 

shooting down 1 Me.109 and 1 Me.110. By this attack he allowed the accompanying Canadian 

squadron and our second flight to engage the enemy bomber formation and thus prevented its 

mission to London.  The squadron shot down 4 Me.109, 2 Me.110, 5 He.111.

Third award;  for the action on 27.9.1940 at 15:15 over the English Channel, where he 

personally shot down 2 Ju.88.  The enemy, on seeing our fighters, began to flee to the south.

Fourth award.  For the actions on 30.9.1940 at 13:15 and at 16:35, both to the south of 

London, when he shot down 3 Me.109 and 1 Do.215.  The engagement was only with the 

fighter escort and the other participating squadrons did not attack the bomber formation at 

the appropriate time, which allowed it to carry out its mission.

In all the battles he demonstrated good leadership skills, much personal courage and a strong 

will to win.

Officer Commanding 303  City of Warsaw “Tadeusz Kościuszko” Fighter Squadron

P.P.  F/Lt Zyborski

NORTHOLT, 3 October 1940

I strongly support this recommendation.

INSPECTOR OF THE POLISH AIR FORCE

S. UJEJSKI

Air Vice Marshall

The original recommendation for the Cross of Valour 
award to Witold Urbanowicz.
(PISM Archive)

The Cross of Valour.



Sunday 15th September
1940

is remembered as the climax of the
Battle of Britain. The Germans sent their
two largest raids of bombers with fighter
escorts against London. While the R.A.F.
had heavy losses of their own, the
Germans had a very large number of
aircraft shot down which contributed
greatly to their decision to cancel the
invasion of Great Britain.

Aerial combat footage 
from a Polish fighter 
plane’s on board camera.



Pilot Officer Mirosław Ferić of 303 Sqn had kept a diary since
the beginning of the war and persuaded others to
contribute entries in it.
The diary, which is now part of the PISM archive, ran to
several volumes and, when Ferić was killed in February
1942, it was continued by his comrades in 303 Sqn.

Transcribed, right, is F.O. Witold Urbanowicz’s entry for 15th
September 1940 in which he describes his experiences that
day, as leader of Red section of 303 Sqn.

The Diary of 
Mirosław Ferić, 
which is an 
important 
documentary 
source for the 
history of 303 
Squadron. (PISM 
Archives)



Polish Bomber Squadrons
In July, 1940, the first two Polish bomber squadrons became
operational. These were 300 Sqn and 301 Sqn.

Both squadrons were assigned to 6 Bomber Group of RAF Bomber
Command and transferred to RAF Swinderby, Lincolnshire, where
they would be stationed during the Battle of Britain.

Each squadron was equipped with 16 Fairey Battle light bombers
which were manned by 24 flying crews that comprised of a pilot,
observer and air gunner. 180 ground crew were assigned to each
squadron.

The first missions of both squadrons took place on the night of 14th

September when they dropped bombs on the German invasion
barges that were in the French port of Boulogne. Practically every
night from then on, the two squadrons would be in action, bombing
the German ships and barges that were assembled for the invasion
of Great Britain in the ports of Calais and Boulogne and Oostende.

While the main actors in the Battle of Britain were the Hurricanes
and Spitfires of Fighter Command, Bomber Command nevertheless
played an important role in demonstrating that the German
Luftwaffe did not dominate the air which had been a precondition
for the invasion of Great Britain.

7.08.1940.  Fairey Battle bombers of 301 Sqn (squadron identification 
letter: ‘GR’), lined up on their airfield. 



1940.  Radio operator / air gunner of 301 
Sqn in his firing position at the rear of the 
cockpit in a Fairey Battle bomber.  He is 
armed with a .303 Vickers K machine gun.

07.08.1940.  Two crew members boarding a Fairey Battle 
bomber of 300 Sqn (squadron identification letters: ‘BH’.)

There were eventually four Polish bomber 
squadrons (300,301, 304 and 305). They 
progressed from Fairey Battles to Vickers 
Wellingtons , Avro Lancasters, Halifax  and 
Liberator bombers. (304 Sqn later joined 
Coastal Command.)



A white metal cap badge 
whose design mimics the 
embroidered version, left. 

A white metal cap badge. 

The Polish Air Force emblem is a crowned 
eagle standing on an Amazon shield.  The 
second set of wings that lies outside the 
eagle’s own wings is a motif that has been 
handed down from the Polish winged 
hussars.  The hussars were an elite cavalry 
formation in the 16th to 18th centuries , 
one of whom is pictured, equipped with a 
pair of wings, at left.
(The photograph was taken in the Polish Army 
Museum in Warsaw.)

Polish Air Force Eagles

Cllr John Morgan, Mayor of 
Hillingdon from 2018 to 

2019.

The Polish Air Force emblem 
is one of the badges on the 
chain of office of the Mayor 
of Hillingdon.

Embroidered cap badge 
issued in Great Britain.



The Polish Air Force ‘wings’ were worn by 
pilots who had three years of service since 
qualifying as a pilot.

301 Bomber
Squadron

300 Bomber
Squadron

302 Fighter
Squadron

303 Fighter
Squadron

The badges of the 
four Polish squadrons 
which fought in the 
Battle of Britain.



The exploits of 303 Squadron during the Battle of Britain were 
written down just as they were happening by the professional 
Polish author Arkady Fiedler.  Fiedler spent much time with the 
squadron at their base at RAF Northolt and his book, titled ‘303 
Squadron’ (first published in 1942), was the result – pictured, right.

Since the beginning of the war, Poland had been under the brutal 
occupation of both the Germans and the Soviets.  Though the 
conditions for them were desperate, the Polish people had set up 
an ‘Underground State’, including an underground army of 
resistance – the Home Army (Armia Krajowa).  Supplies, arms and 
personnel were transported from Britain by the RAF and were 
dropped by parachute into occupied Poland for the Home Army.

a b

One of the supply drops included a copy of the book ‘303 Squadron’.  
Four editions of the book were printed by clandestine publishers in 
occupied Poland (picture a, at left).  The book came with an extra 
cover which made it look like a home economics journal (picture b, at 
left.)  ‘303 Squadron’ was passed from person to person and read 
avidly.  It maintained people’s morale to know that their countrymen 
were continuing to fight the enemy in the skies over Britain.

News travels fast and far



o When your plane is 
burning and falling from 
20,000 feet

o There’s only one option 
left - if you are lucky

o You join the Caterpillar 
Club!

The Lucky Few



Caterpillar Club

The awards of Wing Commander Stefan Janus 
include one of the smallest exhibits in the Museum 
– a tiny, golden caterpillar with mounted rubies for 
its eyes.



The Caterpillar Club was founded in 1922 by Leslie
Irvin of the Irvin Airchute Company of Canada, who
was the inventor of the first free-fall parachute.

The caterpillar badge was presented to anyone
who’s life was saved through the use of a
parachute in escaping from a stricken aircraft. It
represents a silk worm – the parachute’s canopy
was made from the silk that it produces.



A lucky Few
A number of Polish pilots’ lives were saved  by a successful 
parachute jump during a combat mission in the Battle of 
Britain.  Among them are: 

Stanisław Brzezina 74 Squadron

Józef Jeka 238 Squadron

Franciszek Jastrzębski 302 Squadron

Marian Bełc 303 Squadron

Stanisław  Karubin 303 Squadron

Zdzisław Krasnodębski 303 Squadron

Marian Pisarek 303 Squadron

Walerian Żak 303 Squadron

Antoni Głowacki 501 Squadron

Tadeusz Nowierski 609 Squadron



“Bandits , angels two two!”

Many of the Polish pilots had witnessed
horrific events during the air battle over
Poland, just a year earlier. They
remembered the sight of German aircrew
shooting at their downed colleagues as they
hung helplessly from their parachutes.

Despite the trauma of bailing out, with
remarkable courage all these airmen (with
the exception of Krasnodębski whose
injuries were too severe), returned to their
squadrons and continued to fly combat
missions.

303 Squadron Combat Report for 2nd September 1940 
(PISM Archives).



1940, Northolt.  British officer commanding 303 Squadron, 
Squadron Leader Ronald Gustave Kellett (left) with Flying 
Officer Jan Zumbach.  They are both wearing inflatable Mae 
West life vests.

The first commanding officer of 303 squadron was Sdn Ldr Ronald Kellett;
the command was shared with Sqn Ldr Zdzisław Krasnodębski, his Polish
counterpart. Kellett was one of the first to recognise the merits of his
squadron’s personnel and demonstrated this in several gestures that won
him the appreciation of the Polish members of the squadron.

Firstly, the Polish airmen had been issued with new RAF uniforms but no
arrangements had yet been made to put them on the payroll,. They could
not pay for the necessary tailors’ alterations – Sqn Ldr Kellett covered his
pilots’ expenses out of his own pocket.

Later, he donated his 1924 model Rolls Royce cabriolet so that the pilots
could travel out to their Hurricanes at speed and in comfort.

Brothers-in-arms



11.07.1940, ‘An airfield somewhere in England…’
HRH Prince George, Duke of Kent (centre) is visiting a Polish squadron at their station. A friend of
Poland from before the war, the Duke inaugurated the Polish Hearth Club (Ognisko Polskie) in
South Kensington on July 16, 1940, which still enjoys the patronage of the current Duke of Kent.

September1940, RAF Northolt. HM King George VI is greeted by the pilots of 303 squadron, 
most of whom are dressed ready for action, during his visit to the squadron’s station at RAF 
Northolt.  
From right: F/O Mirosław Ferić, F/O Jan Zumbach, F/O Bohdan Grzeszczak, F/O Wojciech 
Januszewicz (shaking hands with the King), F/Lt Zdzisław Henneberg, F/O Walery Żak, F/O 
Ludwik Paszkiewicz. F/Lt Witold Urbanowicz is standing at the far end.

The Polish squadrons had frequent notable visitors, both
from the higher echelons of the RAF and such illustrious
figures as King George VI, and Winston Churchill, the
Prime Minister. The recognition that the airmen
received in this way was a welcome morale booster and
was far-reaching in building friendly relations between
the British and their Polish comrades.



During his visit to Northolt, HM King George VI is invited to sign his name in F/O Mirosław Ferić’s 303 
Squadron diary. (PISM Archives)



The first transports of Polish airmen began to arrive in England
in December 1939. With the fall of France the flow increased
rapidly – the new arrivals regarded Great Britain as the ‘Island
of Last Hope’. Neither the Polish airmen nor their hosts knew
exactly what to expect of each other. On August 5th, 1940, an
agreement was concluded which would recreate an
independent Polish Air Force which would fight alongside the
Royal Air Force as brothers-in-arms.

Understandably, there were difficulties to be overcome and
misunderstandings along the way. As the Canadian Flight
Lieutenant Johnny Kent, who became a Flight Commander in
303 Sqn, put it: ‘It was just about the last straw to find myself
… posted to a foreign squadron…’

An initial reserve, on both sides, soon yielded to a mutual
professional appreciation that developed into respect and
even affection. Bonds were formed through adversity against
a common enemy, between the Polish airmen and their RAF
colleagues and with the civilian population and these endure
to this day.

1940, Northolt. F/Lt Johnny Kent, at left, in conversation with F/Lt Piotr Łaguna
(one of the Flight Commanders in 302 Sqn, shown wearing the side cap) and F/Lt
Jarosław Giejsztoft (Intelligence Officer in 302 Sqn.)



1940, Northolt.  303 Sqn pilots sitting outside their dispersal hut, waiting for the order to 
“scramble!”.  From left:  F/Lt Johnny Kent, F/Lt Walery Żak and F/O Witold Łokuciewski.

The bonds between the Polish airmen and their
British and Commonwealhth comrades were strong
and enduring. Four months after he had joined 303
Sqn so reluctantly, F/Lt Johnny Kent was at a
nightclub when the national anthems of Great Britain
and Poland were being played by the band. Kent was
so appalled by one of the British officers present who
not standing and showing his respect for the Polish
anthem, that he thumped him on the nose and
brought him to attention. It was such solidarity
between brothers-in-arms that stood them all in
good stead for the years of conflict that were still
ahead of them.

Memory of the British-Polish brotherhood-in-arms
has been preserved in many diverse ways, in public
monuments, in cathedrals and chapels, in museums
and remote memorials, in commemoration events
and publications. Not least, it is faithfully kept by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission in caring for
the graves of the Polish airmen who gave their lives
under the motto: “For Your Freedom, and Ours”.



Rememberance

Memory of British-Polish brotherhood-in-
arms has been preserved in many diverse
ways, in public monuments, in cathedrals
and chapels, in museums and remote
memorials, in commemoration events and
publications. Not least, it is faithfully kept
by the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission in caring for the graves of the
Polish airmen who gave their lives under
the motto:
“For Your Freedom, and Ours”.

The Polish Forces War Memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire. 

One of four sculpted figures, the airman, represents a pilot of 303 
Squadron during the Battle of Britain.



There are many memorials to
airmen who fought in the
Battle of Britain - ‘The Few’.
Those shown here are only
some of those found in SE
England. Many more are
scattered throughout the
British Isles and new ones are
still being erected. It is a
lasting testimony to the bonds
that were forged between the
British and the Polish airmen
during the Battle of Britain that
the Polish airmen are always
counted among ’The Few’.

“Love 
Demands 

Sacrifice”
“Sacrifice 

Deserves 
Remembrance”

Locations of some of the memorials to the airmen of the Polish Air Force in SE England .



The Polish War Memorial at 
RAF Northolt

Each year  a ceremony of Rememberence is held
at the Polish War Memorial.  The memorial 
commemorates all the Polish airmen and the 
squadrons they flew with during WW2.

For the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain,
Hillingdon Council created a new Polish War 
Memorial Remembrance Garden next to the 
memorial itself.

1



The Orchard hostelry was like a second home to the airmen 
of 303 Sqn who were stationed nearby at RAF Northolt during 
the Battle of Britain.

A scaled down model of Jan Zumbach’s plane, in the markings 
of 303 Sqn, complete with his distinctive Donald Duck 
mascot. The model was installed in the garden outside as a 
memorial.

The Orchard, Ruislip2



Polish war graves, Northwood Cemetery, London

54 Polish airmen have their graves in the Commonwealth War Graves sector of Northwood 
Cemetery. Many of them were based at RAF Northolt, nearby.

3



Hurricane replica aircraft in the markings of 303 Squadron on 
display at the Battle of Britain Bunker in Uxbridge. (Photos © 
Hillingdon Council 2020)

4 Battle of Britain Bunker, Uxbridge

RAF Uxbridge was the RAF station from 
which 11 Group Fighter Command co-
ordinated the operations of the fighters 
squadrons during the Battle of Britain and 
throughout the 2nd World War.  The 
Operations room itself was in an 
underground bunker which is now part of 
the Battle of Britain visitor centre.

Standing outside of the visitor centre is a 
replica of a Hurricane fighter that carries 
the markings of 303 Sqn: RF-E, P3901.  It 
was in this aircraft that Sqn Ldr Witold 
Urbanowicz achieved nine of his combat 
victories.



St. Andrew Bobola’s Church, 
Hammersmith, London

This Polish Roman Catholic church contains 
many  memorials to the Polish Armed Forces that 
fought in the second world war alongside the 
Allies.  One of several stained glass windows, this 
one commemorates the Polish Air Force.

5



Emblems of 302 & 303 Squadrons are 
featured on the side of the Mounument 

that is facing the river Thames.

The roll of 145 Polish airmen who flew as 
pilots in the Battle of Britain. 

The Battle of Britain Monument on Westminster Embankment.

The monument was unveiled for the 60th anniversary of 
the Battle of Britain.  It commemorates all who took part 
in the battle and includes the names of all the pilots , 
cast in bronze.

6



Medallion of Our Lady of Wilno (Matka Boska Ostrobramska) in 
the Lady Chapel in Westminster Cathedral.  The medallion was 
presented by the Polish 317 Squadron.

The memorial to the Polish Armed Forces
In the Chapel of St George and the English 
Martyrs in Westminster Cathedral.

Part of the Battle of 
Britain Memorial 
Window in Westminster 
Abbey that includes 
302 & 303 Squadrons.

6 Westminster Abbey Westminster Cathedral7



RAF Church of St. Clement Danes, London

The floor of the northern nave-aisle is inlaid with the Polish Air 
Force eagle and the emblems of all 16 Polish squadrons that 
fought under British command.
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The ‘REMEMBER THE POLISH AIRMEN’  plaque that is presented in the crypt of St. Paul’s Cathedral.

St. Paul’s Cathedral9



St. George’s RAF Chapel of Rememberance , Biggin Hill.

During the Battle of Britain, Biggin Hill was an RAF Sector Station with control 
over operations carried out by neighbouring stations.

Numerous elements of St. George’s Chapel preserve the memory of the Polish 
squadrons and airmen.
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Memorial to Bolesław Własnowolski, Stoughton, West Sussex.11

In this field on 1st November 1940
Pilot Officer Bolesław Własnowolski V.M., K.W.

Royal Air Force
213 SQUADRON R.A.F. TANGMERE
(formerly of the Polish Air Force)

Died aged 23 when his „Hurricane” V 7221
Crashed following aerial combat

With a German Me 109.
HE DIED DEFENDING BRITAIN, POLAND

AND FREEDOM



Dungeness

On the headland at Dungeness stands a poignant, improvised memorial to two Polish pilots who sacrificed their 
lives in battle nearby.
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The Battle of Britain Memorial, Capel le Ferne, Kent

The Memorial stands at the top of the cliffs overlooking the English Channel.  
Squadrons’ emblems are carved into the conical plinth of the airman’s statue.  
The curved Foxley-Norris Memorial Wall lists the names of all the Allied airmen 
who flew in the Battle of Britain.
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Paszkiewicz memorial, Crowhurst Farm

P/O Ludwik Paszkiewicz V.M., D.F.C., fighter ace -21 October 1907 –
27 September 1940
Paszkiewicz was the first pilot from a Polish squadron to shoot down 
an enemy aircraft in the Battle of Britain. This memorial marks the 
place where his plane came down.

14 Wójtowicz memorial, Hogtrough Hill15

Sgt. Stefan Wójtowicz, Virtuti Militari - 19.06.1919 – 11.09.1940
On 11th September, after fighting with six German Messerschmitt Bf109 
fighters, Wójtowicz shot down two before being downed himself and 
crashing on Hogtrough Hill, Kent.



303 Squadron’s own touching 
memorial to comrades who 
died in action between 30th July 
and 30th October 1940. 

“Those who have fallen on the Field of 
Honour”…..

“We salute their memory.”

Hand drawn page in the 303 Squadron's chronicle listing
the names of pilots killed in action during the Battle of 
Britain. (PISM Archives)



Roll of Honour

Polish fighter pilots who lost their lives during the Battle 

of Britain
Andruszków, Tadeusz

Borowski, Jan

Brzezowski, Michał

Cebrzyński, Arsen

Chłopik, Tadeusz

Duszyński, Stanisław

Głowacki, Witold

Gmur, Feliks

Gruszka, Franciszek

Januszewicz, Wojciech

Jastrzębski, Franciszek

Krepski, Walenty

Kwieciński, Józef

Łukaszewicz, Kazimierz

Maciński, Janusz

Ostowicz, Antoni

Pankratz, Wilhelm

Paszkiewicz, Ludwik

Piątkowski, Stanisław

Rozwadowski, Mieczysław

Samoliński, Włodzimierz

Siudak, Antoni

Stęborowski, Michał

Topolnicki, Juliusz

Wapniarek, Stefan

Wójcicki, Antoni

Wójtowicz, Stefan

Załuski, Jerzy

Zenker, Paweł

Żukowski, Aleksy



“I have fought the good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith.”

Return from a Successful 

Sortie. Artur Horowicz

(1898-1962). (PISM 

Museum).



Other related LInks

1. Poland in London (with Kasia Madera)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJ8pC25VeQI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xJ8pC25VeQI

