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On the 50th anniversry of Father 
Ledochmvski's monsLie - life, being at the 

time the 25th and.versary ot his period 
of offloe 	Father, Generał, His Holine2s, 
Pope Pius 	in a letter 	September' 
21,1.939 wrote: ":d,owever your :,:piritw(1 
enjoyt of, this 	cnniversa..ey my be 
I:(11-rld by the 	11.r.le, of your heat, wounded 
d(:.q).1y by the 	 oLyour country 
and Ghe opressio 	' -0 	of your sons 
we &D.OV nevertheleEs your de09 fith—ln the 
mecy of Gad Who puriflos the hapiness of 
t.ivJ ehsen. ones cy 
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On ,Se-otember 30, 1939, addressing the 
Polish colony of Rome and the Polish clergy, 
he said: 

"Before Our eyes now passes a vision of 
mad horror an1_2(211]yję!pair.I. a multitude of 

wanderers, ali th;i,53;:5111a_no 
1Unger have a c untry or  a me ... We hope 
ahat God in. His mercy will not permit that the 
exercise of religion be hindered in your 
country. 	'Je ho-oe despite the  miny reasons 
for fear inś-oired by t1 "--on1y too -woli J-_._.-known. 
Dlans of the enemies oer o• 	a 	atholic 

e shou d continue profound ,and truthful 
among you." 
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October 2nd 1939 

A tribute to Poiend'e ioyeity to the Feith wee 
peid by His Holinees the Pope, when he addreesed 

party of Poilesh pilerims, led by Cardinel Hlond, 
erchbishop of Eoznan end. Primete of Połend, end 
the Polish Ambassedor to the Holy Sos, et Castel 
Gendoifo, his summer residence, en Satureey. 

"There ere hundreds of thousends of poor human 
beings suffering es a reeuit of this war eeeinst 
which sił  Gur efforts - es you mu ,t resłise - heve 
been persisteniy, but fruitiessiy, directed for the 
purpoee of preserving Euroe and the.world," eeid 

Hoiłneee. Before Gur eyes at this moment passes 
a vieion of mad foliy end hoerible deepeir. We 
visuaiise tho muititudes of refugees end wanejerers 
who heve tost their country end their heerts. 

"We henr the desperste cries of mothors end 
brides who ere wee-eine: for the deer one: felien on 
the field of bettle." 

efter pleieing the milit..ry v lour of the Poies, 
the Pope went on: 

We will went to hope, deeeite the fect that 
there ere rany reasone to believe to the eountrery 
on eceount of plano by the enemiee of Ci-od vhich :re 
onlyT too woli known, that Cetholic life , „in eentinue 
with deen end fervent meening in Pitiend. 

"Te do not esk you to eey your teers. Christ, 
Who eept for the deeth of Lezerus, will some dey 
reeerd thcse tears which you shed for your leed 
end J:or the Foiend which will not die. 

'"e) hóer the iementetione of old, elek men, 
the criee of bubies who no lon ;er huve ony perents, 
and the erios of wounded 	and the deeth re Ltle 
ef dying eeopie who vere not sn combatents. 

"There ie eee thing which hes never been scen 
in your giorioue history - pan unfeithful 

"e muet hope tht, God in His goodneee wili 
not termit the exerciee 	your rolieien to be 
hindorod in your couetry. 

(

"'We wich to ecy tribute to the ten centuries 
of .eolieh hietory which hee been dedieete2, to the 
eurviee of Chwiet, end to moro then one brane 
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Continued/ 

(defonce of Chrltian .rurope". 

The Popo ured 	-priestL to contirue and 
increase their activities, adding: 	Your sorrow 
will be so tempered by hope that it will not be 
mixed with =cour, even łes with hatred. 

"We wili not cecse to reDeat that t wili be, 
ossible_finally, through means of just ce and charit 
an onl.y throughse means - to. restore.  peace to 
Ct-nUbied world, peace for whi milLions of 
S-Incere ,.)- liś-5re lifting; prayers to Gad ."" 

CASTEL WMOLFO, 'xinday - The Poje received 200 
PolAsh residents of Rome yesterday 	his sulf,T 
ridence herc. 	"You do not come he re to n;:ke 
dends but to im iore our condolences and our 

p symathy in this rilltful tr: gic hour," the Pontiff 4 
said, Meny of the lioteners, especially Nuns, wept. 
"'hen the o idienee finiE.,hed the l'oies 	ng their 
Nationn1 hymn,"May God frotect Polcnd." 

Archives References: A.44.122/66

Copyright: The Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum (London)

The Polish Institute and Sikorski M
useum



,42,216 	 5- 

 

/12y 

On October 28, the kloty 1Pither isb'ued his 
first Encyciicał. In it he wrote: "Venorabie 
brethren, the hour 	ttlis Our 	enoyciical 
rt.3acheL; you is in rany re j.)e.(; 	u 2.(31 'hour 
of darkness"cf.St.Luke 	 in which the 

of vioience Ł,nd of 	 brivgh 
indeci?lbŁlbie .9-;uffelAing to mbukilid ... 	The 
blooą  of ,3oantlev,s hulkan 	' ow.,1.1 non 
ceilbzAantE„ r-ie;s; a piteous dire over a n6: Lian 

zCs Our doLr 2c1,n 	w d, hich, far its fł deiity  • 
o f -C-h-riE'• tiLn 	 u2itten 
cn..Luct,,)r,:  in the ,,nnztls of 	hi:t---(.5-W7-haE› a right 

enerous and brot-heri -Symthy of the 
whołe vorid, 	łt 	 relying on p(nierfui 
intercesion of 	help of ChribtiL,ns, the 
hour of a rosuiir3ction in horflony with the 
:principies ór- jutice pand true perce." 
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February 13, 1942. 

At the request of Csrdineł  Bertrsm, Archbishop 
of Brealeu in. Germany, the Holy Father Iwa E,rented 
Catholic priests in the arthegau , part of the 
:Polish provinces incorporated in the Reich, the power 
to absolve penitents collectively without individual 
cenfesion and to allow leymen to keep rd carry to 
the stok the Blessed Secra,went. 

The Cardinsl mado his reeuest because of 
severe restrictions on the Folish eriests end of 
the German authorities' decree forbidding German 
priests to administer Communion to the Poles. 

In his letter to the Pope Bis Eminence said that, 
the resent stte of the Church in the ''art'negan 
recalled the esrly days of Chriotienity. 
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28/7/42 

POLAND:SPECiAL INDULGLNGE By Decree of the Sacred 
Penitentiary of 16łh May, the Holy Father hal grented 
for the duration of t1 wr a Plenary Indulgence for 

livins in Polish territories, who 	the -point 
of deth, bełng unable to confess or communicote, 
invoke even mentalły the Holy nenie of Je-us with 
sorrow for their sine, and accept their death with 
resignntion. 	This Special Indulgence the Hely 
Fathe000#s granted in wiew of a nery difficult 
sittu)tión since csses are not rere where the dying 
cannot have a priettis help and Pind themselves 
without crucifixes for the gaining of a Plonary 
Indulgence LA the hour of dewth. 
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20/11/42. 

POLWH  PIETY TRASSED  The Holy Father has aaid 
that in our country there was hardly a house where 
a picture of the Holy Mary was not kept and worshipped. 
To-day it may be worshipped secretly, while we 
wait for better times to come. 	There are clouds 
on the orld firmament to-day, clouds which will 
have to be dissiDated. 	But better times will come,- 
and until they come fet us pray for a unity of 
spirit a unity of human beings in kindness and love. 
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Excerot from Utterance by His Hoiiness'addressed to 
the C51lege of Oardinnis on jure znd, 1943, 

When dieciosing to you t5-)ee bttte 
experiences wnieh mede our heeLt blned we forget 
norie of the ,ufferLng natl.oes. On tee centrary, 
it is wite feteerly compes5ten end Leve that we 
reineber them eii end every sinele one. 	But et thi 
hour ee ere calieeg your e ł teetloe 3.‚n perticul-kr 
to the tregie feto of the Polish netion. 	Thet 
nation, surrounded by mighty tetes, is beiez 
submitteu to the fortunes end viele ,, ł tedee of o 
vioient drema af 'Por. 	Our teeehin end norde -n 
often reeeeted, do not leave sny room for doubt 
as to the 'erineiples by which the Christian eonseience 
shaii give judgment on wich aets, no rnatter who 
may be resoonsibłe for thom. Vhoeve %10-es the 
bistory of Christian urope knows ond cennot 
forget how much the ')ainte end heroes of Polana, 
Polish sei,ntits and phileoophers brought into 
the pirituai treasury of Europe end the woril: to 
whet extent the eimele and fsithful Poiish peopłe 
coritributed to the development and meinterence of 
Christian Europe througbout ,ges af silent heroism 
and eufferJng. We, therefore, beseech the ,ueen 
of Heaven thet thet neeion, E0 grievouely triod, 
end e,  ueiiy othor netiens, wich hed to drink from 
the bitter chelice of tnis war, may obtein 
futuro in conformity with t,eir legitimate desires 
end with the measure  of the-ly eaerer 

re 	on th -75aeis of- Chrietien prineipies 
end amidet ,etstes free from biundere end errors 
of the past 	 
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appeal, to the belligerents to respect the 

lawa of humanity was mado by the Holy Fethe
r when 

he reiłed on .. edhesday lest week - feest of St. 

Eueenius, his nam e day to the congratułations 
of the CoUege.of Gardinais. 

He sald: 
"The ,progressive uplicution of war methods

 

which make no discrLmination between so- ca
lied 

mintery and non-miiitary objectives and th
e sver-

growing vioience of the technique of war 

Traw ettention to the dangers inherent in t
he sad 

and inexorabie competition betven actions 
end 

reprisais, to the detriment not oniy of sep
arate 

eopies, but to the whołe cournunity of nations." 

He added that to-day there was stili tiw f
or 

submisti 	to the wite designs of God: 	„It
 is the 

hour in which to invoke Him," he sald. 

He asked "all the world" to appeal to the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus to give peace to the
 world. 

In the appeal. the Pope mentioned the woride
s 

debt to the Saints and heroos of Poland and
 

expreused the fervent hope that th3 Polieb 
people 

"may have reserved for them a futuro in con
formity 

,Jith the jutice of thoir claims y.id the g
reetness 

of thoir sacrifices in a Europe renewed on 
a 

Christian basie." 
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Gonorei osnlecewski, Commanier-in-Chief, with 
membors of hi. staff, Generał  Anders, Commander of 
the Polish Army fighting in Italy, six other Generels 
ierchbishop Cortesi, Papał  Nuncio in Poland, end the 
Polish Ambassador to the Holy legie , Dr.Papee, end 
Biehop Garlina, Ordinery of the Polish Perces, eere 
recoived by Hi. Holinose in solemn C3eCia-i. audience 
before the Holy Father 	hi:: address. 

On entering the Clementine Hall for the geeeral 
audience, His Holinees was grceted with a military 
selute and a threeefold acclemation. 

The Pope greted his visitore in Polish with the 
treditienal Polish salutation, 'Praised be Jesus - 
Chriet", Every Officer and man in the hali at once 
repeated it. 

"Praised be Jesus Chriet" eere the vords 
choeen by Pope Piue £1 - at ne time Nuncio to 
Poland - for nie' world broadceet. Ihey ere the 
opening words of evory nowe bulletin from Veticen 
Radio. 
Thou, heving 	his seat on the throne, end 
apeaking in,French, His Eolinees eeid: 

'rIt reuld be difficult for us to find words 
y.ith which to express our fe. eings of k,i end 
profound ewti on, which we experience et this moment, 
deer eens 	beloved Poland. 

"From the nery firet werning sounds of this 
terrible storna, and in the ceurse of its ever more 
furious progrees, in preoccupation of heert for your 
heroic netion we foilowed day by day -Wre xriight say 
hour by hour with sorrow and enxious grief the 
succession of events which overwhelmed it, as yet 
scercely rieen end forged together, with new end 
even harder trials. And, no less tłum you, who did 
not for an inetent Jespeir of e new resurrection of 
your country, we eepeated in unison with you the 
inspired cry of the gust Men in afflictione 'Although 
He should kill me I will-trwt in Him'. 

"At the siht of you gathered now ebout us, 
our thoughts go beck to five years ogo, to September 
30,1939, when oppreseed 	enguish, the Polish 
colony in Rome czarne to give us testimony of its 
unshekabło cenfidenee, ri.d to receive from us in 
return rords of coneoletion end encouragement. Then 
there V8 E; ind red oney the beginninc of sorrous, end 
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the flood of those Eorrows, mounting ceeseleoely, 
oubmerged your fetherlend 

"Despite it sn, after thoeo five long yeers of 
agony, we cen. tlił  to-dsy,--s then, reed in your 
eyes the same confidence, the orne fideiity, but 
this tiret we see shine there,too, the proud flame 
of a noble pride end hope. 

"And to-day, although your national soi]. is red. 
sil over with blood, your right is so secure that 
S e cherish the firm hope thot ali the notions etill 
bo er in mind their debt to i:ołand, the thl'e3.tre -
and, too often, the bone of contention of their 
conflicts, end Chat whoever nreserves in his hesrt 
a truły humin and Christian sontiment, will seek 
to vindieate for it the fuli place Jue to it 
acc4erding to the principies of justdoe 	of 
genuine pasce. 

The life of oeople ie one long succession of 
li; ht and ehade, end no people more then yours 
rresente thie brieht-derk element in ito tregic 
psa: t. Notwithetanding so rany viciesitudes, óven 
amid terrors such es brought you to the brink of 
the abyes, you have preserved your aplendid 
quolities, your brevery, your spirit of eacrifice, 
your love of country. 

" Read - gein your ennais end so hołd fest for 
youeeelves the ieeon which lep to your eyes from 
the hiotory of better times such as those of the 
greet King Cesimir. 	You will Pind there that the 
precious secret of national. power bios in pan 
euthority which hes nothing in view but the true 
good of the peopie and, reciprooally, in u peopie 
united in trust end submission to its leadera in 
view of the common good. 

But befere sił , our vioion rests on. two 
urces, which in the hour of gro atest driger mein- 

teined a stane and vigor~ lite in y-Air midst. 

" In the first place there is the energy and the 
prudence of your admirable vomenfeik, eho so often 
in timeb of triol have ehown themseivee the firm 
support of your hopes. Your mothers, your sisters, 
your wives, those pił, ,hted to you - how they have 
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I vorked during theee wark years, hoe they jleve 
Isuffered, how they heve preyed for you end toeether 
t wite you 

"And further, there is the living lorce of your 
1,000-year- old Cetholic Feith, which detee from 
the yeer 966 when your St.Mieezko 1 received it. 
prom the Roman Church and the Supreme rontiff. • 

"Ever since your fideli"ty to Christ, to his 
Church and to Hiss Vicar has remsined indefectible 

E end ceno through the treubled period of the 16th 
century without greet durnego. 

ft coet you mony coMbete borne intrepidly 
end meny sufferings courageoucly supported. 

"Deseite the eroblexes andereoccupetions which 
may etill derken the horizon, we trust thet 
Devine Providenee, in rewsrd of those thoueeed yeers, 
ei11 yet e;ive you to enjoy a lestiee po; ce together 
with a joyoua 

"it hes been your forcteste of it in this 
eoment chich unites you ebout us. Tbh is e bilet 
pouse in the midet of your presing efflictions. 
brief indeed, but sudh, we doubt not, thet will 
leave in your heerts a perfum end e beim which will 
not go eo euickly. 

"For he-re et Romeo in this City of Gad on earth, 
chosen by Him to be the centro of His Church, every 
place end every etone speeks u. languyee to which 
no Christian spirit can remain insonsible. Ali 
citizere of the City of God, whetever their divieions 
and cenflicting interest, and above the unavoideble 
clashee of this world below, ere ali brothere in a 
grest true brotherhood in the cherity of Christ, 
since ali ere equally sons of a Fether Who is in 
Heaven, and ali equaLly brothers -end co-heirs of a .  
Sorm !:11() is itc Foender, Redeamer and King. 

"Hence it is thet, knowing es we do the neble 
neerte of your people, we ere cenvineed that the love 
ef Chriet wili eerve as cm inspiretion to thet 
course which your politicel ecod serie° ciready 
euggests, wili make you drew up your plena aport 
from eil mordy humin calculeetions, and despise 
the lowor satisfection ef reprisele and revenge, and 
erefer to them the eublime taele of upholding your 
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your logitimate cinims, of restoring and renewing 
your .UtherInd, of workin L, in unian ich 11 
upright eouis 	they are laany in every n tion- 
in re-establishing brotherly rolations between 
the membere of the 6ront faraily of Gad. 

"e place under the nrołection of tli Virgin 
Mary. .,,uon and -ijntronese uf Poland, this hope 
and confidonce, and we offer to her our ;prayer, 
chile frcm the depths of ur heart we bestow on you, 
on your famiiies, on your comrades, on ał1 who are 
dear to you, on ,93_l those, whether in the father-
land or in exiie, who wait your return, on the 
whoie reople ef.Poland, in token. of aur affection 
nnd in pledge of 	favoure, aur .1)ostolie 
Benediction." 

then , ent to t. Peter's to asaist at 
Uass celebrated by Mgr.Gawiinu, 

-,arfy in the marning the oUicere and men hnd 
baon in :roupe to Holy Conaiunion in ;'_',t.Peter's. 
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eeeptember 15, 1944 

His Holinees the Pope hes sent the foiloving 
message, dated leuguet 31, to M.Beczkiewice, the 
President of the Polish Republie, says u Poliste 
Telegraph Agency rport:- 

"You tern to Us ngain with feelinge af 
confidence to show Ue the deep concern chich you end 
your Government feel about the news received from 
Polend, and especially nees Concerning the fiehting 

\ in Jereaw. 

"There is ho need for Ue to repeat how deeply 
we feel in Gur heert the sufferings of eli the 

of this dreadful ver, especiall thet of 
Gur elear }olieh sons who for five yeers, heve t, en 
suffeeing ieueasureble persecutiona, and who for 
five yeers heve hed to submit to so meny bitter 
bława. The aepeał  which the wornen af 	reaw 
adere:,:eeed to ths touched 	very deeply. 

"We never ceesed to prey to the Almiehty 
mercefe...ły to end the days of suffering end to hesten 
the hour of deliverence. More than once during the 
leeet yeers 	raised Oux voice to romind the world 
af the erincipies to which the fieeiting perties must 
edhere dan wer-time and of the basie of justice end 
morcy on which peace must be built. Only 2 few weeks 
ego, ,.ben, receiving an•eddience eerticulerly de er 
eroues of aur Polish songi, we eepreese the hope 
thet lesting peece will bring the Połish nation 
happy conditions of existence. kveryone knows 
thot for the ceerying aut af Our epostoli° Miseion 
'je heve 	eli the evaileble eeune in eefence af 
the oppreesed demending the ful). pretectioe af lew. 

"Agi fer es Polond is concerned, who ri6htły 
prides hereelf bo.ing "Semper fidelis," We heve moro 
then once ereyed for her speedy resurrection. 
Therefore, We heeetily endoree this now eppeel, 
ehich re directed 	Us vith the desire not to beeve 
enyehing within Our power undone to save meny humen 
beings. Mey the elmighty fulfil Gur prayere end 
euppiicetions to crown with eucces Gur efforte to 
etop tho floed of co meny teere end so much huron 
blo°d. 

;`•:rith this preyer end theso feeiings We sond 
aur epostolic Beessing for the Polish ion end 
ta 	who esk for them rith so meny touching eords, 
to you and the whoZe Polish nation, whose feelings 
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y"ou express as proof of Our fatherły łove, and 
as sołation in the moment of anxiety and worry. 
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'nit; POPEIS -;:)RAYZIW. 

The Holy Fstner writing to President 
i;aczkiewicz, ssys thit his recetion of Polish 
finting men -.git the Vatican 	is but the exvression 
of aur-  Peternul sffection for their beloved country. 

"4t this time when Polund's trils 
more severe, 4!e wish to repeat thnt Cur prayars are 
offerA to Qi in u yet more purticułar msnner, that 
the abundance of Divine help maY.secerd with the 
sufferings endured." 

His holiness wes re.121ying to e message from the 
Presidet exTreing "profoLind ,gratitude for the 
psterneł  velcoffie you were srbeious en.ough to ive" 
to 2,000 Polish ooldiers Ist monLh in "snother 
momorabie audience." 
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POPE'S PRAYERS. 

The Holy Father writing to President 
Raczkiewicz, says that his reception of Polish 
fighting men at the Vatican 	is but the expression 
of our Paternal affection for their beloved couńtry. 

"A.t this:time when Polandis triola are macie 
more severe,.We wisk to repeat that 0ur prayers are 
offered to God in a yet more particular manner, that 
the abundance of Divine help may accord with the 
sufferings endured." 

His Hollness was replying to a message from the 
President expresing "profound gratitude for the 
paternal welcome you were grac sous enough to give" 
to 2,000 Poliśh soidiers last month in "another 
memorable audience." 	• 
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.,nd in a Christmas Eve allocution to the 
acred College of Cardinals, the Pope, in speaking 

of the Nazi-/Joiish war condemned the "atrocities 
and the Ulegał  use of means of destruction, even 
against non-combatants, refugees, old persons, 
women and children, and the dl=egard of human 
dignity, liberty and human Life" as "acts that 
cry for the vengeance of God." 
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There seems little doubt that we live to-day in a world where 
words se.rve to conceał  realities and where under the guise of banał  
clich6 statements there emerges more and more clearly the fact that 
for the average politician one thing that counts is the argument of 
brute force. 	This deplorable state in present day political 
tendencies is usually presented to us under the misnomer of "reałist 
politics". 

In this sad world of ours the words of Pius X1.1 acquire a deep 
and special significance. 	s.s we know, he never spares any effort 
to drive homo into the minds of the faithful and into the conscience 
of the world at large the fundamental trutki that, if we are to hope, 
that after the sufferings of this war aro over, a lasting peace is to 
be established the same christian principles of respect for the rights 
of the unhappy and the weak, in the same measure as for those of 
the mighty ones, have to prevail in the political life of nations 

as they already prevail in the private lives of individuals. 

It is equaily significant that the Holy Father whose 
Pontificate was, by the dispensation of Providence, to coincide with 

the unprecedented tribulations of the present war hes in his 
utterances devoted much attention to Połand. 

The cause of Poland is, in deed and with every reason, 
regarded by an important body of public opinion as the test case of 

every post-war settlement: 	łalould Poland be after the war rest- 
ored in its full independence and entirety one may confidently 
nourish the hope that the legitimate interests of ail the nations 
will be dealt with according to justice and on the lines of morał  
principles valid for so meny centuries in western civilization: 
should the peacemakers fai]. to achieve this important object 
allow a now partitionof roland or abandon her as a play- ground 
for other foreign powers - the beat efforts of all men of good wili 
will be frustrated at their roots and there can pe no bright 
outlook for the futuro peace or a Christian and civilized world. 

"such is the lesson that flows from the Christian teaching which 
provides that no sacrifice for the common good undertaken of one's 
free will and conceived in purity of .eart may, without grane 
dangers either to those who tske part in the finał  judgement, or 
indeed to any indifferent onlooker, be allowed to go to waste. 

Such is also one of the tenets of true statesmanship which 
provides that political justice is equally indivisible to-day as 
world peace. 	Unqualified peace is not enough. It must, at all 
price, be a just peace.International settlements that do not 
repose on just and solid foundations, as history teaches us, aro 
like continually suppurating wounds which will unavoidably engender 
locał  difficulties first and generał  infection at the end. 	World 
wide c nflagrations cannot moreover be prevented by brute force 
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alone. 	Mere physical force, in a political sense, without the 
support of a morał  background may, in a way, be compared to a 

heavy artillery gun without amunition. The well established 

strategie principle that an army whose 'morale' is low cannot 

undertake any serious action fuliy applies to the realni of 
internationel politics. 	statesman whose people are not 
711oleheartedly convinced of the justice of the cause which he 

proposes •to wago war for will do wisely to avoid any step leading 

into the ruad of irreparable actions lest he runs his country 

into the abyss of defeat. Only a just peace is a lasting one 
and only a just peace may be enforced against a future aggressor. 

In the light of the present technical developments it is to 

be feared that a further persistent neglect• of the above lessons 

will be pregnant with graver dangers in the future than they 
have been in the past. 	It looks, in deed, as though the 
patience of Providence has been exhausted: 	The future war- as 

it has been very juotly emphasised - will not start with an 

attack on some distant base but may, without any previous notice, 

strike at the very heart of our cities and homo industries when 

they may be rsised to the ground by stratospheric rocket-bombs 

fired from empiacements thousands of miles .distant in a matter of 

days or' even hours. 	Is this what we intend to prepare probably 

for our future years and certainly for those of our children? 

Do we really intend to bring on aurselves the curse of future 

generations and the just wrath of God? 	These are bard words- 

one must readily admit - but what words to use to impress ali the 

gravity of the present dangerous situation on all those who 

inspite of the recent experiences do not realize or do not went 

to understand the real issues at stake. 

hs it will be demonLtrated and explaind later ) the Holy, 

Father strongly emphasised the fact that Poland was for ages an 

extre:,Iely important factor in the defence of Christian 
civilization, Napoleon cailed her "the key-stone of the European 

vault", but perhaps never was .it more true than to-day that 

Poland, if one may use a parable ap;ain, is liko a true break-

water behind which lies the haven of Christian and European 

civilization: once the wind may be blowing from the west, once 

from the east but as lanc; as the break-water is solid and intact 

the haven is safe. 	Should however Poland 	this break water-
 

through lack of forsight or criminal machinations be allowed to 

get undermined and fali to pieces the havoc threatening 
humanity in the form of various totalitarian revolutions - these 

of the right equally as those of the left - may adopt truly 

gigantic dimensions. 	In this event it wculd be very foolish 

indeed to shirk from contemplating the worst possibilities su eh 

as the return of the church to a new era of the catacombs. 

This is why in this pamphlet I am anxious to remind the 
world in a compact form of what Pius Xli said about Poland 
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is s piementing his statements with such commEJnts as may al3pear 
nJcessary, taking into consideration thst the wader public is 
still not so well acquainted with the POI.ish history and 
tradition or with the genral importance of Poland to the 
civilized world and the Christian community of nations. 

v»-£ 	44("-.4 	- 	 14,..^46 

*L"---44" §i4tA, 4,-t4 >kiś  :4 
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A6dross by the Pope. 

Polandes  Work for the Deliverance of the World. 

Full t4,oct of the address mode by the Holy Fother to the Polish 
colony in Rome on 15th November, 1944. 

"Beloved sons and daughters °f. Polani. You know our fathcrly 
heart wG1L enough eaaiiy to understand our feelings when we receive 
you this morning. 	You knoW very =r elf that your sufferings and 
sorrows are in trutki also our sufferingS and sorrows. Those 
sufferings and sorrows, how greaL they ara. Ihey have grown in 
the last few years, and duzim; the 1ast few months - and e .J.):;cially 
in the bat few eks 	they have reached such a pitch 	is rarely. 
fauni in. the hi: tory of nations - and peoples. To-day they draw the 
attention of thee - whole oorld o'n'your• Mother Country. And thet 
attention is especially focussed on 'arsuw, that heroic city o ruch 
in noble deeds of the past and So tragłe in ita indescribable 
torments. Anybody v:ho ha kopt-  in his heart oven the feeblest 
.park of juatice and humanity will be durnbfounded and dejected 
ohsn onLy hearing. or reading it story. But the story that is 
told of -arsaw alloi. one berety to pereelve the terrible roolity. 
"arsaw. City brihtened by the cham of e cUlture to which omen 
foreiners have :yieided, 	 Gity .turned by its own• citizena 
:finto a ring of fire, whose fire not anty burnt thoac who fought 
but which made iomen and tany chilkj.ren, cut off and-  isolated from 
the orli, zo throuo;h indocribable physical 	maral torments. 
A rin of fire -• nay, a crucible, in which goli of the finest 
flrade is 	purified and ennobled. Althouh we fe e1 the deepest 
syMpathy at the siht of this unendurable suffering, -we feel an 
even deeper admiration which makes us baw 1o" before the heroism 
both 'of thoso who fought and survived and of those who fouht and 
fali. Thcy both shoWed th,;) world to what 	 heroism cen reach, 
that heroism barn of and 'ilointained by the most noble sentiments, 
of tuman honour and - by the stron gest conviction of Christian faith. 

nit was only a f(Jw weka a4o that in the Hall of Blessings 
your officers, moved by un impulse of fLlif41 lovo rana; relti,us 

beg ;ed the special f your Ć ranted to them from the depth of 
rur heart, the favour to be permitted to b,:or on their shouldere  
the thrune on which was seated the vicar of Chrif,t, the King of 
Nałions and Prince of Peace. 

It was a touching gestUre, a symbol visible to God of the 
very deep.sentiment dominant in the souls not only of those\few 
men but also of their whołe nation. We eon also rightly add 
that it was a ge;,:ture which eloouently oymboliscd the invisible 
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vaiues. 	The whole of mankind of which Christ is the Head, and 

the true properity of nations of uhom Ho is King, the durability 
of peace of which He ie Creator and Prince, heve as their most 
unshak¥ebie foundation, justice and the respect of ri hts, 

especiany thc rishts of those who are weaker. 	the varie 

bscomes itself again, after this whirlwind of madnole, hatred i-and 

cruelty is over, and contemplating with horror the fuli eKtent 
of ita calamity, starta to regein its balance, then it viii 
recognise - and will heve to recognise - P ,land's share in the 

work of ita deliveranue. This is why a hymn of our unshakabi 

hope mingies with our tears of sympathy and with the rapture of 

our admiration. The shoulders which bear the Cross of Christ with 
pride and iove, end which support the Saviour's Throne, 'such 

shoulders cen indeed be martyred but will not give way under the 

burden of advoreity. The bravest of the brave mey perish 	vieI 

sunt oeulis insipientium :nori 	and the aight of the foolish eeem 

to be dead; but in reolity aLi thosa hho die in the Grace and 
Peace of Gur Lord aro the most praisevorthy of. citors. And 'e 
seem to see above in the Glory of the Lord, those heroes for c hora 

you on this earth shed your tears - and we too shed our tears for 

them eogether with yours - join theii prayers to the intercessions 
of cli your Oaints: Bishop otanielsw, Jan Kanty, Jacek, Andre 

Bobola, the Peerlee Martyr, Josaphet, the Apostie of the Union. 

"And how couid we to-dey, a dsy so neer to his Fecat Dey, not 

mention vith perticulur warmth a socond otanisias, the an,elic 

Kostka, faithful to the devotod aniance which he he d so gloriousiy 

ka t with hi beioved Fetherlend. lo mentio, but a few events. 

It was to him that King sigismund III turned in bis feer dur:ulg 

his ,rur eoeinst the infidel. Ha heidi the hoad of St. tanislau 

brought to him from Rome end behold, while the precious relic 

ąąas croeelno  the frentior. ef :Poland, he wen the firet victory 
of Chocim as a reward of his faith. Or tarze the fortresa of 

Przemy 61 ehleh, surrounded from all oidos, bot all humsn hope. 
It took the name of -tenisie:. Ub ita bettie ery, and with the ery 
of "Ble,eed tanislas Kostka", the dafenders crushed the pneers 

which wora etrangiing thete. Lublin and Lwow wore the net to 

reap the mireculous conseouences of their feith in et. etanIsiee. 

King Jan Kazimierz stood guerd before hic pieture et Lublin, the 
victory of Beresteczko rewerded his prayers. The brave 
verlereted the Blessed Youth as thc patron of his aukiec: to hle 

intercession he escribed the becona victory of Qhccim. By these 
victories, Heaven mado manifest the fruits of this alliance. And 
so Popa Clement X, purposely breaking a rule thet the Holy See 
appointed only canonised $aints as official and liturgical Patrona, 
solemnly proclaimed the Bleseod Stanisies Kostka to be Patron of 
Poland, in his Brief "Ex mnjuncto" of lOth January, 1674. 
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"These proofs of the partioular and Dowerful protection of 
the young ;,)aint are sustainin your brave soul; durinp, the terrib,e 
evonts throu;h 	your beloved Fatherland is passim;. And so re 
re.slise Tahy your hoarts do not fali in spite of the hord and long 
trials 	 Been a1lotted you by the inscrutable will of 
1-roviionce. Your hope, barn of so meny piuyels, bu ra<:;ny team cyna 
so muchblood vhliantly shed, remeins forevor 	 You can sing, 

as enthusiastically as over before 	 re:(unding hymn, 

"Poland is not yct 1o,t". I:'or your •,ueen, Gur Lady of Czeshochuru, 

is ratching over her kin dom from the Heaven ubove. At her 
intercusion, Goa pili wipe ali tears from your focos and riil 
butow upon yau His most abundant favoun,-, in reward for your 
sufferin,s. 	pas an earnest of these favoul's, v, e bestow rur 
ApostoLic Blessini,; upon sil ot' you, cli your n-arest and doarest 
and uli your feliow countrymen whom you -re reprezentin2; horo". 
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